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Why participate?

Get paid $50
Your feedback will help 

improve the app and help 
keep New York safe.

The app works best within 
communities. 

We are a close-knit 
community that can test the 
app and provide feedback 



Eligibility

You are eligible to participate if:

● You are an affiliate of Columbia Engineering or Columbia Business School 
● You are likely to be on campus for all or part of August 30 - September 6, 2020
● You have an Android (version 6.0 or above) or iPhone (iOS version 13.5 or above) 
● You are 18 or older
● You are a grad student, researcher, staff, or faculty

Undergraduates are not eligible at this time



How to sign up
1. Go to the study link 2.   Read and sign the consent form online.

This takes 5-10 minutes to read. There are 
approximately 10 pages of information and 
eligibility questions. 



Android: How to download the test app
1. Open the following link on your phone:

https://play.google.com/apps/internaltest/4700621826437176751

2. Click “download it on Google Play” 3. Press “Install”. 4. When it finishes downloading,
press “Open.”

https://play.google.com/apps/internaltest/4700621826437176751


iPhone: How to download the test app

Receive email Download TestFlight
on the app store

Open TestFlight
on your phone

Enter the code
provided in email



Timeline

Carry your phone. Use the app as you see fit.
Install app

Initial Survey

Exit Survey

Read and sign consent form



What will happen Monday through Saturday?
● For the most part, interact with it as you see fit. 
● You may receive simulated messages about your COVID status or 

potential exposure. 
○ These are fake, simulated messages sent to you for the purpose 

of capturing your feedback about the app in these scenarios. 
○ Please take actions on the app as if they were real. But don’t 

go to a doctor.
○ The simulations are random, and are not related to your actual 

COVID status
● Continue to stay safe

○ Make sure to continue to practice social distancing and safety 
measures

○ This study is unrelated to the Columbia Contact Tracing Program 
○ If you think you may be at actual risk of COVID, simply stop using 

the app. You do not need to tell us. You will still get paid. 



The study works best if 
people you work with have it.

Encourage your co-workers and classmates
 to join the study!



Your participation is voluntary
● Get paid $50 whether or not your finish the study.
● We are evaluating the system, not you - if you find something confusion or 

hard, don’t blame yourself. You are helping us learn how to improve the app.
● If you are uncomfortable at any time, you can stop using the app and ignore 

emails - that will end your participation. You do not need to tell us. 
● If you think you may be at actual risk for COVID, we recommend that you stop 

using the app, so as to avoid confusion or necessary stress.
● We will keep your survey data to analyze and improve the app.
● Any data from the app will be destroyed at the end of the study period.



For more info go to:Join the study now!
https://www.engineering.columbia.edu/covidsmartny 

Email us about the study: 
covidsmartny@columbia.edu

https://www.engineering.columbia.edu/covidsmartny

